
Village of Chaumont
Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Board of Trustees

July 15, 2025

Location of Meeting:
Village Office
12175 State Route 12E
Chaumont, New York 13622

Present at Meeting: James Morrow, Jose Sosa, Dori-Ann Froelich, Michael Nichols, Tammy
McIntosh, Erin Fulton, Davi Harris, Ray McIntosh, Heather Lipczynski, Jim Millington, and
Edward (Ted) Smith

The regular monthly meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Chaumont was called to
order by Mayor Morrow at 6:30 PM on July 15, 2025.

I. Privilege of the Floor

The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Ray McIntosh, a Village of Chaumont Department of Public Works (DPW) Laborer,
provided suggestions about the picnic tables at Chaumont Beach. Mr. McIntosh provided
insight about the possibility of replacing the wooden picnic tables with metal ones,
stating that the Village of Chaumont could implement 15 tables at Chaumont Beach by
putting in three per year. Mr. McIntosh also added that these tables could be anchored to a
concrete pad to prevent them from being moved, and further explained that this was a
task he was capable of completing. If implemented, these tables would be placed within
the swimming and playground area of the beach.

Mayor Morrow suggested putting in one picnic table and a concrete pad to test the idea.
Trustee Sosa made a motion to accept the implementation of one metal picnic table and a
concrete pad on Chaumont Beach. Trustee Froelich seconded. All in favor.

Mr. McIntosh continued to utilize Privilege of the Floor to discuss issues with the Village
of Chaumont’s generator at Lift Station #3 and the Village of Chaumont’s F350 truck. Mr.
McIntosh stated that Lift Station #3’s generator “keeps running out of fuel.” He went on
to inform that Patrick Weston, the Town Highway Superintendent, had the responsibility
of keeping the fuel up. However, as stated before, the generator continues to run out of
fuel. Mayor Morrow informed Mr. McIntosh that this was part of a shared service, adding



that he would talk about this matter with Mr. Weston. While this issue is being taken care
of, the Mayor inquired if the Village of Chaumont DPW could check on the generator
periodically. Mr. McIntosh stated, “Yes.” Following this, Mr. McIntosh addressed the
problems that have occurred with the Village of Chaumont’s F350 truck. Mr. McIntosh
stated the truck’s headgasket had blown, which is very confusing given that the truck is a
fairly recent model with lower mileage on it. He furthered this statement by providing
that it would take “a lot of labor” to fix, and for the time being, the truck would remain
parked where it currently is.

Heather Lipczynski exercised Privilege of the Floor by conversing about Lyme
Community Days, asking who would be mowing, and when tents would be going up. She
was then informed that Ray McIntosh and Al Netto (Village DPW) would be mowing on
Tuesday and Thursday, with tents also going up on Thursday. Mayor Morrow inquired
when the Chaumont Volunteer Fire Department’s meetings occur. Mrs. Lipczynzki
provided that the meetings occur on the second Monday of every month. Mayor Morrow
thanked her for the information and requested that she notify the Village of Chaumont
when those meetings change. Mrs. Lipczynski proceeded to inform the Village Board of
Trustees that the Chaumont Volunteer Fire Department had received twenty calls so far in
July, and that they had used two thousand gallons of water from the hydrant behind the
Fire Department.

Jim Millington, Village Zoning and Code Enforcement Officer (ZEO), utilized Privilege
of the Floor by addressing matters regarding the Town of Lyme Transfer Site and a
meeting he had with Insurance Services Office (ISO) Verisk. ZEO Millington stated he
had spoken with Al Crouse, a Town of Lyme Transfer Site employee, about the Village of
Chaumont DPW dumping recycling there. He provided that Mr. Crouse requested that the
DPW be “cognizant of separating recycling and only unload during dump hours.” Mayor
Morrow responded, stating that the Village of Chaumont DPW has been told such
previously, but “sometimes they can't finish unloading recycling during dump hours.”
ZEO Millington continued the topic, requesting if there were anyone available on the
Town of Lyme’s payroll to cover at the Town of Lyme Transfer Site, as Mr. Crouse would
be taking vacation in the near future. Options were discussed at this time, with
suggestions being Austin Barney (Village DPW Seasonal Part-Time Laborer) and Deputy
Mayor Nichols, who has helped at the Town of Lyme Transfer Site in the past. Lastly,
ZEO Millington elaborated on the meeting he had earlier in the month with Duane Pierce,
a representative from Verisk. The two went over permits and ZEO training.

Edward (Ted) Smith inquired about any updates regarding the Solar Battery Storage
Permit, as discussed previously in the last Village of Chaumont Board of Trustees
Meeting on June 17, 2025. Mayor Morrow provided that the Village of Chaumont’s



contact for CS Energy [the solar company applying for a building permit to replace the
solar batteries on County Route 179] has been rewriting information per the permit so it
adheres to the regulations from Governor Hochul. When prompted by Mr. Smith about
the plant life around the solar plant, Mayor Morrow also explained that he had spoken
with the Village of Chaumont’s lawyer. Mayor Morrow further provided that the Village
of Chaumont can add shrubs to the scope of work in the new building permit.

II. Operations Report

Clerk Fulton reported on DPW operations and their most recent meeting. The DPW was
congratulated on a “good job” by resident Joan Sharlow, as shown in Correspondence.
They were also commended for their recent work on fixing a resident’s water meter and
fixing the electrical and control panels located at the Chaumont Post Office.

ZEO Millington stated he is “using a different tactic for zoning violations, for repeat
offenders.” Mayor Morrow requested ZEO Millington inform him of when offenders are
served and how long they have to rectify the violation(s). Mayor Morrow asked if any of
the offenders ZEO Millington described had been notified. ZEO Millington stated he was
in the process of doing so. Mayor Morrow reinforced that all violations need to be
followed up on, and that “change will only happen if we stay on it.” It was later discussed
by Trustee McIntosh that some violators may benefit from a list outlining exactly what
needs to be done to rectify their violations.

III. Motion to Approve Abstract #2 of 2025/2026

Mayor Morrow said he’d accept a motion to approve Abstract #2 of 2025/2026, with
Deputy Mayor Nichols making a motion to approve and Trustee Froelich seconding. All
in favor.

IV. Motion to Approve Minutes

Trustee Sosa made a motion to approve the Board of Trustees’ Regular Meeting minutes
from June 17, 2025. Deputy Mayor Nichols seconded the motion. All in favor.

V. Water/Sewer Report

Clerk Fulton presented to the Village Board of Trustees the requested letter from Yvonne
Weiler, the executor of the Nancy E. Wilson Estate, to ZEO Millington, requesting relief



from paying two water bills for the same property, as one building on the parcel is
uninhabitable.

Trustee Sosa made a motion to relieve Ms. Weiler by suspending the water bill payment
for the uninhabitable building until circumstances on the property change. Mayor
Morrow seconded. All in favor.

VI. Treasurer’s Report

VII. Old Business

Trustee McIntosh stated she spoke with Betsy Ring, Dog Warden, about the issues
occurring with the dogs at the Paladino residence. She stated that the Paladinos were
ticketed on July 5, 2025, after complaints of the dogs’ excessive barking during the Lyme
Central School Regents Examinations. Trustee McIntosh furthered this information by
stating the Paladinos would be going to court on July 28, 2025. It is currently unknown if
all seven dogs are licensed with the Town of Lyme.



Trustee McIntosh then went on to discuss the topic of cameras being placed at the Village
Sewer Plant. Mayor Morrow speculated on the idea of possibly implementing trail
cameras at the Village Sewer Plant, adding the notion that it would likely be necessary to
wait until the next Village of Chaumont budget for that. Mayor Morrow stated that this
would be looked into, so pricing can be assessed.

Mayor Morrow stated he would accept a motion to purchase a camera for the Village
Sewer Plant under one hundred fifty (150) dollars. Trustee Froelich made the motion.
Trustee Sosa seconded.

In reference to the discussion held by the Village Board of Trustees during their meeting
held on June 17, 2025, Mayor Morrow spoke again about the potential for a “No Wake”
sign to be placed in Sawmill Bay. Mayor Morrow stated this motion would likely be
approved in August, and a public hearing would be held in September.

VIII. New Business

Mayor Morrow provided information regarding the Chaumont Bridge dedication. He
stated that on September 9, 2025, at 10 A.M., the Chaumont Bridge will be dedicated to
Deputy Finerson on the side owned by the State of New York.

Mayor Morrow briefly discussed the details mentioned at the Town of Lyme’s solar
committee meeting on June 30, 2025, after Trustee Froelich inquired about the
information. This included points about a solar survey, additions of more solar farms in
different areas, and how much the Town of Lyme makes up of the overall amount of solar
energy in New York State. Heather Lipczynski added to this topic by providing
information that was shown during the Scott Gray Assembly’s Nuclear Meeting. It
described funding being pulled from solar to nuclear. Ted Smith contributed that the
footprint left by nuclear is “one-tenth that of solar.”

Mr. Smith requested to be provided with information via documentation or maps that
describe the promised additions of plants at the Solar Farm on County Route 179, so that
the Town of Lyme solar committee can take inventory of what the solar farm currently
has versus what they had promised. Clerk Fulton will be looking into such documents.

IX. Correspondence

Clerk Fulton presented monthly correspondence:



● An email from ZEO Millington discussing the Village of Chaumont Land
Development Code

○ ZEO Millington used this as an opportunity to discuss adding “unsafe
buildings” to be cited, as well as a Village Noise Ordinance.

○ Mayor Morrow inquired if ZEO Millington could go by the New York
State Code for the unsafe buildings. ZEO Millington stated, “No, then we
would have to go to the Supreme Court.”

○ Deputy Clerk Harris informed ZEO Millington that the Village of
Chaumont’s Noise Ordinance is in tandem with Jefferson County. ZEO
Millington stated, “You need to have a local ordinance. For enforcement,
it must be specific.”

● An email from Joan Sharlow describing deodorizing at one of the Village of
Chaumont's pump stations.

○ Ms. Sharlow stated, “You certainly have a great crew.”
● An email from Peter Cedrone, property owner, requesting that the electrical and
control panels located behind the Post Office be attended to, as they were
beginning to pull off the wood panels they were attached to.

○ This has since been rectified.
● An email from Ryan McIntosh, Emergency Management Planner, requesting that
the Village of Chaumont adopt the 2025 Jefferson County Hazard Mitigation Plan
via resolution.

● An email from the Development Authority of the North County informing the
Village of Chaumont of its Open House on August 28, 2025, at 4 P.M..

● A letter from the New York State Department of Transportation notifying Greg
Ingerson, DPW Superintendent, of the Village of Chaumont’s quarterly SFY
2025-26.

● An email from Convergent notifying the Village of Chaumont of its transition
from Wells Fargo to Goldman Sachs.

● An email from Deputy Clerk Harris relaying that Andrew Parody, a job applicant,
would still like to be kept on file as he is interested in a position if one were to
open in the future.

● An email from Morgan Spencer, a representative of a grant-writing service,
inquired if the Village of Chaumont would potentially be interested in their
services.

● An email from Town of Lyme Clerk-to-Supervisor, Lynda Jackson, informing the
Village of Chaumont of details regarding the bridge dedication to fallen officer
William Finerson.

● Emails from ISO Verisk provided details of what was discussed during ZEO
Millington’s utilization of Privilege of the Floor.



● Correspondence with Betsy Ring, Dog Warden, about the Paladino complaints as
discussed in Old Business.

X. Mayor, Clerk, and Committee Reports

Mayor Morrow had no report.

Deputy Mayor Nichols stated that all issues regarding the Chaumont Beach have been
addressed. All sports equipment has been installed, and all grass clippings and leaves
have been removed. There are still no flags; however, Mayor Morrow stated that if a
United States flag were to be put up, a light would be needed for the flag first. This will
be looked into.

Trustee McIntosh had no meeting this month.

Trustee Sosa stated that summer soccer would be starting soon. The Lyme Central School
District teachers association has donated one hundred fifty (150) dollars toward this.
Summer Recreation got raised through the Town of Lyme by six (6) percent.

Trustee Froelich had no meeting.

Clerk Fulton had nothing more to report.

XI. Resolution(s)

RESOLUTION NO. 24

BE IT RESOLVED, Pursuant to Village Law § 3-302(5)(a) and subject to permissive
referendum, that the Village of Chaumont Board of Trustees will adopt to extend the
terms of office of all trustees to four (4) years. With this enactment commencing after a
forty-five (45) day waiting period on September 1, 2025, which is more than thirty (30)
days prior to November 4, 2025, it will become effective for trustees during that election.
The offices filled at the next general village election will be for four-year terms.
Increasing the term of office is a prospective act and does not affect the current terms of
office.

VOTING: Ayes: 5
Nays: 0



The foregoing resolution was offered by Mayor Morrow and seconded by Trustee Sosa.
Upon roll call vote of the Board was duly adopted as follows:

Mayor, James Morrow YES
Deputy Mayor, Mike Nichols YES
Trustee, Jose Sosa YES
Trustee, Dori-Ann Froelich YES
Trustee, Tammy McIntosh YES

RESOLUTION NO. 24 ADOPTED

RESOLUTION NO. 25

WHEREAS the Village of Chaumont recognizes the threat that hazards pose to people of
property within the VILLAGE OF CHAUMONT; and

WHEREAS, the VILLAGE OF CHAUMONT has prepared a multi-hazard mitigation
plan, hereby known as 2025 Jefferson County Hazard Mitigation Plan in accordance with
the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000; and

WHEREAS, 2025 Jefferson County Hazard Mitigation Plan identifies mitigation goals
and actions to reduce or eliminate long-term risk to people and property in Village of
Chaumont from the impacts of future hazards and disasters; and

WHEREAS, adoption by the VILLAGE BOARD demonstrates their commitment to
hazard mitigation and achieving the goals outlined in the 2025 Jefferson County Hazard
Mitigation Plan.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE VILLAGE OF CHAUMONT,
New York, THAT:

Section 1. In accordance with and pursuant to authority conferred by the Village Law of
the State of New York, including, but not limited to: §4-412; §4-414; §5-518(5) of the
NY Village Law and Articles 2 and 3 of the NY Municipal Home Rule Law, the
VILLAGE OF CHAUMONT BOARD adopts the 2025 Jefferson County Hazard
Mitigation Plan, but will not require the community to re-adopt any further iterations.
This only applies to this specific plan and does not absolve the community from updating
the plan in 5 years.

ADOPTED by a vote of 5 in favor, 0 against, and 0 abstaining, on 7/15/2025.



XII. Motion to Adjourn Meeting

Mayor Morrow said he’d accept a motion to adjourn at 8:17 PM. Trustee Sosa made a
motion to adjourn, seconded by Trustee Froelich. All in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

Davi Harris
Davi Harris
Deputy Clerk


