Village of Chaumont
Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Board of Trustees
June 17, 2025

Location of Meeting:
Village Office

12175 State Route 12E
Chaumont, New York 13622

Present at Meeting: James Morrow, Jose Sosa, Dori-Ann Froelich, Michael Nichols, Tammy
Mclntosh, Erin Fulton, Davi Harris, Susan Nichols, Catherine Ward, Edward (Ted) Smith,
Deanna Lothrop, Will Lipczynski, and Tom Donovan

The regular monthly meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Chaumont was called to
order by Mayor Morrow at 6:30 PM on June 17, 2025.

I. Privilege of the Floor
The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Susan Nichols, a concerned resident from Rock Ledge Drive in the Town of Lyme,
inquired about the potential for a “No Wake” sign in Sawmill Bay as discussed in the
previous Village of Chaumont Board of Trustees meeting on May 20, 2025. Mayor
Morrow acknowledged the inquiry, stating that the prospect of implementing a sign of
that nature would require initial approval from the Coast Guard, as well as coordination
with the Sheriff’s office to enforce it. Catherine Ward expressed that ““it would be good
for people to take note [if a No Wake' sign were to be installed].” Mrs. Nichols
concurred, adding that this process would be “good one step at a time.” Trustee Froelich
suggested that the Village of Chaumont look into providing information regarding the
Coastal Law and Boater Safety Resources on the Village of Chaumont Website. Mayor
Morrow stated that this would be taken into consideration once a “No Wake” sign is
approved.

Catherine Ward took Privilege of the Floor to speak on behalf of concerned citizens
regarding the solar field on Co. Rte. 179. Mrs. Ward inquired about the solar field, stating
that there “has been a lot of activity” in the area as of late. Mrs. Ward’s concern is in
conjunction with the solar concerns discussed during the previous Village of Chaumont
Board of Trustees meeting on May 20, 2025. Mayor Morrow provided that he and Zoning
and Code Enforcement Office, Jim Millington, have a meeting scheduled with the solar



company [CS Energy] on Thursday, June 19, 2025, though the time is pending. Mayor
Morrow then proceeded to elaborate on the matter of Rock Ledge Drive’s periodic well
testing for contamination, as detailed during the previous Village of Chaumont Board of
Trustees meeting on May 20, 2025, by Susan Nichols. Mayor Morrow read from the
correspondence letter provided by the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC)
that the wells tested on Rock Ledge Drive showed “no indication of contamination above
background parameters.” Mrs. Ward questioned what this meant regarding runoff from
the solar farm. Mayor Morrow supplied that, “There is none that we are aware of.” Mrs.
Ward went on to ask about the details of the vacant land near the solar farm, asking,
“Does this mean they plan to use it as more battery storage?” Mayor Morrow denied this
assumption, explaining that there are limitations to implementing more batteries and that
the current activities being done at the solar farm are for routine maintenance on the solar
panels themselves.

Edward (Ted) Smith exercised Privilege of the Floor by asking the name of the solar
company that Mayor Morrow and Zoning and Code Enforcement Officer Jim Millington
would be meeting with. Mayor Morrow stated, “CS Energy.” Mrs. Nichols added to the
conversation by questioning how the permit for the new solar battery storage plan, once
again in reference to the previous Village of Chaumont Board of Trustees meeting on
May 20, 2025. Mayor Morrow provided that the Village of Chaumont plans to “help
Convergent Energy with the permit,” and then send said permit to the New York State
Office in Albany for further review. Catherine Ward spoke on her concerns with the
matter, expressing that she does not believe this solar company should be allowed to
move forward with the permit if they do not uphold their promises to the Village of
Chaumont, citing examples regarding the 12625 Morris Tract Road LLC tax parcels. Mrs.
Nichols suggested the Village of Chaumont wait until new regulations are released
regarding solar farms. Will Lipczynski added to the statement by relaying the information
he had learned during a meeting he attended with New York State regarding solar law and
other details of that nature. Mayor Morrow acknowledged the points given, stating that he
will continue to reach out to state officials; however, he does not intend to have Village of
Chaumont taxpayers pay for a lawsuit that cannot be won. Clerk Fulton supported this
statement, providing that the Village of Chaumont cannot withhold a permit for those
who go through the proper channels to obtain one, much like Convergent Energy has
done. Catherine Ward requested that the Village of Chaumont speak with an
Environmental Attorney regarding this matter. Mayor Morrow stated that the Village of
Chaumont will speak with their current attorneys, but cannot guarantee that this will
affect Convergent Energy’s permit application.

Deanna Lothrop utilized Privilege of the Floor in tandem with those expressing concern
about the solar farm on Co. Rte. 179. Mrs. Lothrop explained her frustration with the



DEC, stating that the Village of Chaumont should hold them, as well as the solar
companies, accountable for the promises they have made to the Village and to the
community they are working within. Catherine Ward agreed with Mrs. Lothrop’s
statements, similarly adding to them with notions discussed earlier in the meeting. Mayor
Morrow acknowledged these concerns and assured that the Village of Chaumont would
look further into these matters. Mrs. Ward finalized her notions by providing that the
Town of Lyme’s solar committee would be holding an informational meeting on June 30,
2025, at 6 PM.

I1. Operations Report

Clerk Fulton reported on DPW operations and their most recent meeting. Clerk Fulton
relayed a request from the DPW Supervisor, Greg Ingerson, asking the Village of
Chaumont to consider hiring a seasonal, minimum wage, part-time worker to help the
DPW while our laborer is out on medical leave. Mayor Morrow added to this by stating
that the part-time worker would be asked to work Wednesdays and Thursdays, eight
hours per day, and that there have already been three applications submitted to the Village
of Chaumont.

Mayor Morrow made a motion to approve the hiring of a seasonal, minimum wage,
part-time worker for the Village of Chaumont DPW in July. Trustee Sosa seconded the
motion. All in favor.

Zoning and Code Enforcement Officer Jim Millington presented on his current activity.
He reported that he has made a list of properties that would need to be looked into from a
Zoning and Code Enforcement perspective in the Village of Chaumont. He stated this list
consists of five properties. Mr. Millington discussed the issuing of a building permit to
Eric Watton; all complications regarding said permit have been addressed.

Clerk Fulton announced that the Village of Chaumont Land Development Code is in final
draft form. This draft will be sent to the Village of Chaumont Planning Board and the
Village of Chaumont Zoning Board of Appeals for review and approval.

II1. Motion to Approve Abstract #1 of 2025/2026
Mayor Morrow said he’d accept a motion to approve Abstract #1 of 2025/2026, with

Deputy Mayor Nichols making a motion to approve and Trustee Froelich seconding. All
in favor.



IV. Motion to Approve Minutes

Trustee Froelich made a motion to approve the Board of Trustees’ Regular Meeting
minutes from May 20, 2025, with a correction edit of Mark Walczyk’s last name. Trustee
Sosa seconded the motion. All in favor.

V. Water/Sewer Report

Clerk Fulton shared information regarding recent Village of Chaumont water and sewer
happenings, including two leaks that have occurred in the Village on Co. Rte. 179 and at
an Academy Street residence. Both leaks have already been addressed and handled.

VI. Treasurer’s Report
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VII. Old Business

Mayor Morrow expressed his agreement in implementing a “No Wake” sign in Sawmill
Bay. Trustee Froelich suggested the Village of Chaumont potentially put in a trailer cam
to monitor those passing by the sign once added. Mayor Morrow stated this would create
complications, as this would mean that someone who need to monitor the camera. Mayor
Morrow concluded that this should be set aside to look into in the future.

Trustee Sosa made a motion for the Village of Chaumont to look into the requirements
needed to implement a “No Wake” sign in Sawmill Bay. Deputy Mayor Nichols
seconded. All in favor.

Mayor Morrow discussed the current information he has obtained regarding the
pickleball courts that the Lyme Improvement League is trying to install. Mayor Morrow
stated the Lyme Improvement League has received less than $5,000 in donations. Mayor
Morrow provided that the Lyme Improvement League has requested that the Village of
Chaumont utilize the $20,000 pledged for the pickleball courts to go toward the purchase
of asphalt. The implementation of said asphalt could be completed by July.

Trustee Froelich made a motion to approve the use of the $20,000 pledged to the Lyme
Improvement League to purchase asphalt for the pickleball courts. Trustee McIntosh
seconded. All in favor.

Mayor Morrow discussed Lyme Central School’s donation of backboards to the Village
of Chaumont. Mayor Morrow stated Lyme Central School has offered to donate two
fiberglass backboards to the Village of Chaumont for their basketball court.

Mayor Morrow made a motion to accept the donation of two fiberglass backboards for
the Village of Chaumont basketball court from Lyme Central School. Deputy Mayor
Nichols seconded. All in favor.

Trustee Froelich brought up concerns regarding the condition of the Trainham property
next to Wise Guys Ristorante. Zoning and Code Enforcement Officer Jim Millington
stated that the Village of Chaumont would continue to follow the order of operations
when it comes to Zoning and Code complaints regarding property maintenance.

VIII. New Business
Deputy Mayor Nichols discussed the issues occurring on Mill Street as a result of the loss

of gravel. Deputy Mayor Nichols suggested that, when plowing, the Village of Chaumont
DPW should lift snowblower plows so as to avoid this problem in the future.



IX. Correspondence
Clerk Fulton presented monthly correspondence:

e A letter was sent from the Department of Health regarding Chaumont Beach,
approving Clerk Fulton’s application for an operation permit.
e A plan received from Convergent Energy in regard to the solar battery plan
permit.
e C(Certifications of all lifeguards planning to work at Chaumont Beach.
o All is in order; the beach will open July 1, 2025.
e A letter from the Town of Lyme’s solar committee.
o Town of Lyme’s solar committee will be holding an informational meeting
on June 30, 2025, at 6 PM.
A letter from Excellus stating that their group rate will be increased to 14.5%.
An invitation to the Guiding Lights Gala.
An email from concerned citizens regarding the solar field on Co. Rte. 179
o Bill Kleftis
e A letter from the Department of Environmental Conservation regarding
Convergent Energy and the solar farm, as detailed by Mayor Morrow during
Privilege of the Floor.

X. Mayor’s Report/Committee Reports

Mayor Morrow referenced the discussion of the pickleball courts, which took place
during Old Business. Mayor Morrow discussed a potential change to term limits, with the
suggestion that the Mayor position remain at 2 years while the Trustee position be
increased to 4 years. After some discussion, it was decided that this decision may be
made during the Village of Chaumont Board of Trustees meeting on July 15, 2025.

Deputy Mayor Nichols made rounds throughout the Village. He discussed the need for
the grass, sand, and garbage to be cleaned at Chaumont Beach. He also stated that at the
beach, the swings had yet to be installed, and there was no tetherball attached to the
tetherball rope. Lastly, Deputy Mayor Nichols detailed the condition of a property on
Water Street that has started showing issues with extremely tall grass and a vast amount
of brush. Mayor Morrow stated he would talk to Zoning and Code Enforcement Office
Jim Millington about this matter.

Trustee McIntosh did not attend the latest Fire Department meeting.



Trustee Froelich had no Planning Board meeting, as there were no new submissions

Trustee Sosa reported that the Youth Commission did not have a meeting and discussed
the appointments made for the Summer Recreation program.

Clerk Fulton had nothing more to report.
XI. Motion to Adjourn Meeting

Mayor Morrow said he’d accept a motion to adjourn at 7:50 PM. Trustee Sosa made a
motion to adjourn, seconded by Deputy Mayor Nichols. All in favor

Respectfully submitted,
Davi Harris
Deputy Clerk



